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REMARKS 

The latest Office Action mailed May 5, 2004, considered claims 1-17. Claims 1-17 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as bein 6 unpatentable over Kurtz (U.S. Patent No. 5 574 440) 
m view of Houscr (U.S. Patent No. 5,774,859), and further in view of Brooks (U.S. Pater* No' 

5,826,166) . 

Bythispaper.claimsl.SandShavcbecnamendedandnewclaims 18 and 19havebeen 
added, such that claims 1-19 remain pending for reconsideration, of which claims 1, 5 and 8 are 

the independent claims at issue, 

Claim 1 is directed to a method for using a central management device to tune to 
channels that are requested by a user for display on a display device. The method includes 
rccemng user input at the central device selecting a channel to be tuned to. It is then 
determined, from the electronic programming guide data stored at the central device, whether 
the s.gnal is scrambled or not. Tf the signal is scrambled, it is routed from the central device to a 
descrambler where it is descrambled and tuned for display. If the signal is not scrambled, a tuner 
internal to the central device is used to tune the channel for display. 

Claim 5 is directed to a corresponding computer program product for implementing the 
method of claim 1 . Claim 8 is directed to a correspondingly similar apparatus for implementing 
the method of claim L 

In the las. action, the ^ ^ ^ a ^ ^ 

d^mnnmg at the central device whether the signal is sc ram bled or non-scrambled." Page 3 
Even though Applicant disagrees ^ this ^ fc ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

.nsofar as this is not wha ^ by cWms ^ part . cular _ ^ cons . dcre(j cWnM 

dctermbnng from eiearonic programming ptide d. te stored a, the central device whether the 
agnal ,s scaled or non-scrambled." (emphasis added). According, i, wo„,d no. be enough 
for Ktrrts to merely tcach tha, a central device determines whether a signal ,s scrambled or no, 
unless determination was performed with ele«ro„ic programming guide dafc, To even' 
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^ diSMnC,ta ~ *» <— i-vc been amended by «. paper to 

central dev.ee to determine whether the signai is scrambled or no-scrambled - 

The Examiner also asserted ft, Houser discloses EPG data stored at a centra! device and 

■I «T of ,ead,fa8 wi,h Ku " wouU obviMe *• af — *» 

EtTZ ^ ' " ^ CM6 - ^ d,Cd °f Houser merely mentions tha, 

EPO da* can be reccved and clarifies how i, can be transmitted to the user (by a scrambler 
the vemcai blanlcing in«erval. f or example,. This disclosure and the cited I discloj £ 
prov.de no suggestion or motivation for detormimng whether a signal is scumbled using 

fte use of EPG m House, corresponds ,„ the use of an EPG with voice activated commands 
CAbsUact; Technical Field; Summary; Co,. 22, „. 4 8 -o7 ; Col. 23, In. 51 thn. Col. 24 h, ^ 
W.,h further regard to this limitation, Applicants also continue to assert tha, Kurfc fails to 

nTvcs V COnC ° P ' * 3 ^ " ™ ' or 

not. Yes ., « tae .hat me Kurfc swishing device has LEDs to ref.ee, whether a signa, is a 

P^nmm (scrambled) sig™, „ r . non-premium (non-scrambled) signal. This, however.L o 

-~ ft. Kitruc teaches the HmWon of dining whether a si^al is scramble, r no, 

sources (A, or (8) are being routed to me user. h. ftct, Kurtz docs no, even addr^ 2 
d«e. m ,„aho,, of whether a signal is scramb.ed or no, because i, is ahcady Known ba J « 

«- 25). In other words, me LEDs taught in Kurfc raereI y identify which of ^ 

actually determining whether a signal is scrambled or not. 

A S mentioned above, the reason Kurtz utiles the LEDs is to reflect to the user which 
res*ctthec^ 

■^■"^S^ "«* ■** the terms "Efcctronic Pr^ Guide .. ^ 

However, upon rj^ St £ JEfT - "T^ referenCeS bWh " 
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40 thru Co,. 4, In. l2) . h partcuIar , Kurt2 tMchK ^ ^ LfiDs ^ .^.^ 

2t '"1 T ' bCi " 8 ^ 11,5 ^ S ° * 10 Mm » '° "» — whether 

STdVf to u,ili2 ° fateen ' " of ,he w - vcr - S "°" *— 

dctermme where ,„„„, „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ , s 

u SOT knows whether toy have ^ dom to „ fife ^ orte Ty ^ 

was ac N Tr S5, " ^ ^ **" ^ " ° f de " mtaMi °» - " . signal 

«. or „o,, Kurtz CIeady docs not lMch ^ of EPG data to make ^ 

dctermtnahon. to fact, U Kurtz oo„,d a,ready determine wheutcr a signai „ mbW ^1 
without EPO da., as the Examiner sugeests , to _ 

- ^ device „, make such a determimtion _ ^ ^ ■ * ^ 

correspond^ processing would he necessary and WOUId repreaeo, wasted resources ta 
summary, there would bo no motivation for Kurtz to use EPG data to dctennin. whether a signd 

Z ^TZ^ *^ * " Wi,h ° Ut EP ° - * ^ - a 

Kurtz and Houser fad to anticipate or obviate the claimed invention. 

A, a final note regarding this .imitation, Applicants poim on, that i, wou]d not be enoush 
I' '° »"* *■* * **» - —as whether a sigua, is scrambled 

usmg the BPO data to determine whether to signill ia scrambla , „ n<jt y 

Reference now drawn to the new claims 1 8 and ,9, the rcched method also requires 
«- upon determnung tha, a sign*, „ scrambled or no, that the device automatical Z Z 

«^ deT 7 ^ ^ nM — » « ^ a ^ 

rz : :z: ^ ae *- is — — - - - - — — ^ 



recorder, 



Page 9 of 11 

PAGE 13/15 1 RCVD AT 7/22/2004 6:14:45 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CS!D:8013281707 * DURATION (mro-ss):04-32 



JUL-22-2004 THU 04:18 PM WORKMAN NYDEGGER FAX NO. 8013281707 P. 

Application No. 09/557,196 
Amendment "C" dated July 22, 2004 
Reply to Office Action mailed May 5, 2004 

Th. Examiner cites Brook, for the proposition ft* runing can occur a. a contrahzed 
dev.ee. Jn particular, the Examiner suggests that a NIM (network interface modul ^ ^^^^ 

of Brook, t * ^ 15 n ° m ° ,iVa,i0n 10 «"*<■» *= t-cWng. 

1 C Zt '°. Pan ' C °' ar- K - * *> a signa, onrpu, ft, ^ 

-> channels at toe switch, rather than merely renting them to a TV and VCR. In fT T7 
« Kur. impiies the opposite, teaching tha. one desired attrihl ^ i^t 

8-10). Th.spo.nt was made in the last amendment, but was no, addressed Tofurft. u 
«. POin, AppHc*,, points to me hackground of Kur. in which ^ZZZZ^Z 
~ ^ is ma, the convex ho, performs the runing. (Co , , . ,, ^' ~ * 

^rriinri'ri;: rr r ms i5 - 17 — ** - 

ih..ti • * particular, these new dependent claims clarifv 

F 11115 lcalur ©, which is supported bv FiPiiree 4 a 

dishes from a, leas, .he Ku^ l^^T 
Examiner has succestcd that ic^r, * u , claims, iho 

AS sftown 80,3 described in reference to Fimire i tt,,. j 
source is supplied over connector 25 6 11)6 8econd 

iuon tor prompt allowance over the art of record. 
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In A. even, a* 4. Exa»m K fcd s remaining i mpcdiracnt to , pn>mp , 
apphcauon to, my ta cIatific<1 through . ^ ^ ^ 

contact the undersigned attorney, 

Dated this day of July 2004. 



Respectfully submitted, 

RICK D, NYDEGGER 
Registration No. 28,651 
JENS C. JENKINS 
Registration No. 44,803 
Attorneys for Applicant 

Customer No. 022913 
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